








Can Man Conquer Space? 
Continued from Page 3 

Omega, the beginning and the end
ing." So it is with "Z," the new dimen
sion of the Holy Spirit. He is the final 
provision of God's plan in the Chris
tian's life. Not only this, but also the 
beginning of a new experience, of a 
new depth in our relationship with 
God. Possibly this explains why I am 
enthusiastic about salvation and this 
experience. My life has a depth and a 
meaning which it didn't have before, 
because I understand the real signifi
cance of this new environment, of this 
new dimension. 

1ow, we can proceed to the first 
question. Can man conquer space? I 
don't profess to be able to answer this 
question with certainty, and I don't 
know anyone who can at this time. 
But, if the concentration of money, 
manpower and scientific talent which 
is being brought to bear on this task 
is any indication, we can expect an 
answer soon, during our lifetime. 

What does the Bible say about it? 
We read in Psalms 115:16 that: "The 
heaven, even the h e a v e n s ,  are the 
Lord's: but the earth hath he given 
to the children of men." According to 
this statement we could assume the 
negative point of view and say that 
man will be earth-bound forever. 

\Ve should then be forced to con
clude that God's plan does not include 
any ventures into space and that this 
ef

f

ort and expense will, ipso facto, 
mmc to naught. Such a conclusion 
does not appear to be entirely valid 
in the light of the Bible. 

Let me refer to Obadiah 1:4, "Thou 
shalt exalt thyself as the eagle, and 
though thou set thy nest among the 
stars, thence will I bring thee down, 
saith the Lord." Note here that the 
Lord says He will bring man down 
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Dr. Rodney Johnson is re• 
sponsible for research, de
velopment and design of 
space systems for manned 
exploration of the moon and 
planets. Pictured above is an 
actual photograph of the 
moon used in research by Dr. 
Johnson and his associates. 

from his nest amor;g the stars. To be 
brought down one must reach the 
stars. Now we know that the nearest 
star, Alpha in the Centauri group, is 
about 3Jf light years distant from the 
earth. This means that light traveling 
at a velocity of 186,000 miles per 
second requires 3Jf years to reach the 
earth. By comparison the light emitted 
from the sun, a rather undistinguished 
star, reaches the earth in only 8.3 
minutes. 

From this data it would appear that 
the moon offers a very minor chal
lenge to man if he is predestined lo 
reach the stars. A trip to the moon oi:i 
a trans-lunar trajectory and return tci 
the earth is again, relatively speaking, 
a simple· task compared to that of a 
manned lunar landing and returning to 
earth. It is this portion of our space 
program w h i c h  c u r r e n t l y  engages 
much of my attention. A need exists 
and must be supplied for a lunar rov
ing vehicle to transport man over the 
surface. A shelter must be provided to 
accommodate the stay of man on the 
surface. 
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Lane of Tampa, Florida, gives his views on ... 

TO CHURCH 
when he has the opportunity is no 
better off than the man who has no 
opportuni ty  at all." He told of a
Sunday morning when he was leaving
his hotel room to go to church: "I
passed door after door along the cor
ridor, on which a familiar little card
had been hung on the door-knob bear
ing the simple request, PLEASE DO
NOT DISTURB." America was sleep
ing on Sunday morning. It reminded
me of a prayer I had read in a maga
zine: "Almighty God, as I lie here on
the sofa, this lovely Sunday morning,
surrounded by the Sunday paper and
half-listening to one of the big preach
ers over the radio, it has just come to
me that I have lied to Thee and to
myself. I said that I did not feel well
enough to go to church. That was not
true; I was not ambitious enough. I
would have gone to my office had it
been Monday morning; I would have
played golf had it been Wednesday
afternoon; I would have attended my
luncheon club had it been this noon;
I would have been able to go to a
picture show had it been Friday night
... but it is Sunday morning and Sun
day illness covers a multitude of sins.
God have mercy on me. I have lied to
Thee and myself. I was not ill, I am
lazy and indifferent. P L E A S E  D O
NOT DISTURB, GOD."

Going to church  won't make a 
Christian, but a Christian wants to go 
to church, and he wants to join into 
the fellowship with the other Chris-
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tians. Going to church  was never 
meant to be a burden, but it should be 
a joyful opportunity. The prob lem 
with most o f  us  today is not the lack of 
church buildings or an antagonistic 
government, inconvenient times for 
worship, or the fact that God's Word 
is not preached. The shortage is peo
ple whose hearts are on the highway 
to Zion. Remember, Christ said: "I am 
the way, follow Me." And certainly, 
Christ meant it. 

BE A WITNESS 

I think that one of the most won
derful experiences that I've had ( I've 
had a- lot of wonderful experiences 
since I have become a Christian) was 
two weeks ago when I was down on 
the street and a gentleman walked up 
and shook hands with me and said, 
"Aren't you Mayor  Lane?" "Yes." 
"You're a born again Christian!" he 
said. And I think that's one of the 
most wonderful things that ever hap
pened to me, to be recognized that 
way. 

There's no question that the Holy_ 
Spirit is with us. When I walked into 
this Full Gospel Businessmen's break
fast it was just as if all burdens left 
me and I'm sure it's the same feeling 
among all of you. It's a wonderful 
feeling to be with fellow Christians. 
There's nothing any better in this world 
of ours than to break bread, to rub 
shoulders and to enjoy the fellowship 
of the finest people in the world. 
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FOR THIS HOUR 
by Bennie Triplett 

God's channel through which would 
come a chosen race. We need young 
men like Joseph who could refuse the 
sultry solicitations of Potiphar's wife. 
We need men like Jacob who could 
recognize and conquer his own crook
edness. We need men like Moses who 
chose rather to suffer affiictions with 
the people of God than to enjoy the 
pleasures, privileges, and powers of a 
Pharaoh. We need men like Samuel 
who listened to the voice of God and 
lived an exemplary life of holiness in 
the midst of a crooked and perverse 
generation. We need men like Job 
who could soar above his difficulties 
long enough to sing, "I Know That 
My Redeemer  Liveth." We need 
young men like Daniel who would not 
defile--his virtuous body with the food 
from a king's pantry. We need men 
like John the Baptist who will blaze 
the trail, pave the way, and prepare 
the road for the message of salvation 
saying, "I baptize you unto repent
ance: but he that cometh after me is 
mightier than I, whose shoes I am not 
worthy to bear: he shall baptize you 
with the Holy Ghost and with fire." 

POWER TO DELIVER 

In the past decade we have heard 
much about deliverance, but deliver
ance is not a new style draped and 
displayed upon the manikin of reli
gion. Deliverance has always been as
sociated with God and with His work 
among His people. He delivered the 
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children of Israel from Egyptian bond
age. They had no army, but defeated 
Pharaoh's army. They had no ships, 
life rafts, or submarines, but safely 
crossed the Red Sea to the other side. 
Tl;ey had no clothes supply, food sup
ply, water supply, but the Lord God 
of heaven touched the fibers of their 
garments and strengthened them and 
made them immune to the processes 
of decay and depreciation. When they 
were hungry, He would  cause the 
chief chefs of glory to go to the sun
kissed ovens of heaven and prepare 
manna to be delivered to their front 
door daily. When they longed for a 
juicy morsel of meat to roll on their 
tongue, He would cause a flock of 
quail to fly into their camp. With a 
cloud by day and a pillar of fire by 
night He led them across the Red Sea, 
through the trackless wilderness, and 
up to the borders of the Promised 
Land of milk and honey. 

They put Daniel into the lions' den, 
but the power of de l iverance  was 
present. The lions' jaws were locked 
and they served Daniel as a maid, a 
butler, a downy pillow, a fly swatter 
and a watch dog until he had his 
afternoon siesta - that is, he took a 
nap - and when they let him out he 
didn't have as much as a flea bite -
and don't tell me there are no fleas 
in a lion's den. 

The souls that were in captivity 
were set free because of Christ's ability 
to deliver. The graves might hold our 
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A message delivered at the 15th Annual Convention 

bodies of clay for a short time, but 
one day the trumpet will be raised, 
and the soul of deliverance will blast 
forth all over the world. Our Christ 
will step forth, His banner unfurled; 
we who know Him will come forth -
every man, woman, boy and girl -
and up we will go and will sweep 
through gates of pearl. This power 
worked not only in the past, but will 
work in the future, and is sufficient 
for the present bondage. Though you 
are about to be crushed in the jaws 
of death, swayed by the magnets of 
temptation, bound by the shackles of 
habit; though you seem to be packed 
and pickled, boxed and barrel ed, 
crated and cradled by the undertakers 
of perdition, and it seems that you are 
doomed for destination hell - there is 
deliverance for you. His power can 
loose, liberate, emancipate, and set 
you free. 

POWER TO SERVE 

Never before has the rocking chair 
or the couch of comfort been more 
popular. The topic of conversation is 
security and retirement. This is an 
ease era. The eternal commodities that 
God has entrusted to the Church are 
not for her sedation but is given for 
service. Think of the possibilities and 
the potential bound up in the power 
of God! When James Watt discovered 
the power in steam, a revolution took 
place in the industrial world. When 
the 120 in the upper room discovered 
the power that was in this Pentecostal 
experience, a revolution took place in 
the spiritual world. What happened? 
A mere handful of men circled and 
shook the globe with the glorious gos
pel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The disciples could have remained 
in the upper room in the state of 
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ecstasy, praising and magnifying God 
in other tongues and staging a holi
ness jamboree, but they didn't stop 
there. They put this divine power into 
the gear of zealous evangelism, and the 
Early Church began to move. House
to-house, door-to-door, face-to-face, 
heart-to-heart, from the rooftops to 
the street corners, from the sanctuaries 
to the suburbs, from the courts, in the 
prisons, before the mobs, the philoso
phers, the magistrates, they began to 
serve, preach, witness, testify; they 
began to broadcast, to trumpet, and to 
herald the good news and glad tidings 
of great joy anointed with power to 
serve. A d i sobedient  Peter thrilled 
thousands at Pentecost by God's power 
given him for service. A persecuting 
Saul fell on the road to Damascus 
under the searchlight of God's convic
tion and became an eloquent witness 
in the highest courts the world af
forded. 

POWER TO HEAL 

" ... And the power of the Lord was 
present to heal them." ( Luke 5: 17) 
The unsanctified philosophers of reli
gion contend that the word power 
used in Acts 1 : 8 is used to denote 
communion, character, or virtue; how
ever, the word used here is dunamis, 
the Greek word for power from which 
we get the word dynamite. It appears 
in the New Testament about 120 times 
-seventy times be ing  t rans la ted
"power," eleven times "mighty work,"
four times "might," and three times
"virtue."

Let us consider an incident found 
in the Bible when the word virtue is 
used. I see  a nameless  woman,
with face pale, pinched and worn.
G r e at Ii n e s  of suffering mask her
beauty. For twelve long years she has
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